P.O Box 170 

Garden Bay, B.C. V0N 1S0

November 2, 2005

PRIVATE AND CONFIDENTIAL

Mr. Bob Herath

Water Allocation

Integrated Land Management Bureau

Suite 200, 10428 – 153rd Street

Surrey, B.C. V3R 1E1

Dear Mr. Herath:

Re:      Master Water Plan for Pender Harbour Area – Hotel Lake Studies

AAQWA wishes to bring to your attention certain implications of the

Environmental Appeal Board’s decision of August 8, 2005, namely:-

*
The need for public participation in the decision making processes

related to the required scientific studies

*
The need to set a reasonable timetable for these studies

*
The need to set a level as per Clause “E”

*
The need to consider impacts on licencees, riparian owners and the

environment.

Serious questions about the quality of certain technical studies provided to

the SCRD and LWBC continue to be raised by the Drinking Water Officer, the

Ministry of Transport Technician, members of the Pender Harbour Advisory

Planning Committee and former Directors of the Garden Bay Waterworks.

A public process that is thorough and timely is essential for resolution of

these issues.  For example, the imminent amalgamation of SCRD and GBWD,

supported by an engineering review mentioned by GBWD Chairperson, G. Kranz

at the October 19th, 2005 public meeting in Madeira Park was done by

Sunshine Coast Engineers, a firm that does not have an accredited engineer

in hydraulics or a professional hydrologist available.

This fact was confirmed by Dale Allanbach, owner of Sunshine Coast

Engineering, in response to a direct question at the October 17th Public

Information Meeting on the proposed  Pender Harbour Landing and Rock Water

Coastal Estates subdivisions. (MOT files 22511 and 22077).  Mr. Allenbach’s

firm also employed Hugh Harris to do the original Hotel Lake 2003 Hydrology

Study in support of the Daniel Point development which the Environmental

Appeal Board found to lack two critical qualities:-

1.
that it be error free

2.
that it be comprehensive enough for decision makers.

Similar problems arose with the Environmental Assessment done by Ward

Prystay, an associate of Sunshine Coast Engineering.

In an AAQWA letter to the Ministry of Transportation dated October 25, 2005

and copied to you, we gave seven reasons why we believe the SCRD has an

obligation to confirm water supply for MOT File 22511 the proposed Pender

Harbour Landing subdivision.  Central to this obligation is the public’s

right to be assured that an accurate audit of the technical realities and

financial implications by qualified experts in hydraulic engineering,

hydrology and financial administration has been done.

In order to be error free and comprehensive, public participation and the

qualification process of experts must be seen as more than “window

dressing”.  Our concern about public participation is underlined by the fact

that the fourth revision of Sunshine Coast Engineering’s Pender Harbour

Landing map for subdivision approval by MOT continues to show elevations

that are incorrect by nearly 50 metres (150 feet).  This does not reassure

us that the Engineering Review of GBWD by this same firm is error free and

comprehensive.

These incorrect elevations are highly significant for engineering for fire

protection when calculating pressures and flow rates.  Widely accepted

engineering practice requires certification by qualified persons and is

usually signed by an engineering firm with liability insurance.  Neither

appear to be true here.  Due diligence by senior SCRD officials would seem

to require action since we advised Paul Thompson (SCRD Planner), Sunshine

Coast Engineering, Ministry of Transport and Public Health on October 18th

and 19th of the continuing problem of these incorrect elevations as well as

the proposed road design that could lead to the contamination of Hotel Lake.

Clear-cutting of the proposed subdivision entry right-of-way is now largely

complete and may, in itself, become a contamination problem because it is

within metres of the SCRD domestic water intake.  The proposed 2.5 acre

septic field for this 41 unit development will be located near a 15 metre

hill approximately 100 metres away from Hotel Lake.  This is a serious

matter and requires close and personal attention of public officials along

with opportunity for public participation.

AAQWA is, therefore, requesting that you bring this matter before Senior

Officials in Water Allocation at the Integrated Land Management Bureau of

the Ministry of the Environment . 

In view of changes resulting from local elections and provincial

reorganization, we realise that decisions will probably not occur much

before January 2006.  We also realize certain other water balance and

environmental impact assessments on both Hotel Lake and Garden Bay Lake have

been done by the SCRD.  It would be helpful to have access to these

documents to assess the impacts on other Hotel Lake and Garden Bay Lake

water licencees, riparian owners and the environment.

Since Walkerton, public health and safety is increasingly seen to depend on

the personal obligations and responsibilities of officials supported by

opportunities for public oversight by people affected by their decisions.

Provision for public participation is both a legal and moral necessity.

Sincerely:

Joe Harrison

President, Area A Quality Water Association

cc Chair, Environmental Appeal Board

