P.O Box 170 

Garden Bay, B.C. V0N 1S0

November 2, 2005

Mr. Randy Udahl

Manager Parks & Recreation

Sunshine Coast Regional District

Field Road, Wilson Creek, B.C.

Dear Mr. Udahl:

Re:      Parkland Dedication – Donations in Lieu and Tree Retention

Pender Harbour Subdivison Development

AAQWA is concerned by the present process followed during subdivision

creation for acquisition of parkland (5% of subdivision of 10 lots or more),

donations in lieu, and Ministry of Transport water access requirements every

400 metres.

The recent SCRD required Public Information Meeting in Garden Bay (MOT Files

22511 and 22077) on Pender Harbour Landing and Rock Water Coastal Estates

brought to light several important local concerns.  We have learned from an

October 18th  letter from Mr. Paul Thompson, SCRD Planner that both you and

the SCRD Board must approve the plans for park dedication for these two

subdivisions and that some members of the Area A Advisory Planning Committee

have already approved them.

We were dismayed to learn that there is a suggestion that the guidelines for

dedication of parkland contained in the Official Community Plan not be

adhered to in this instance.  At the public meeting it was also announced

that Rock Water Coastal Estates would be making a donation in lieu of park

dedication.  

AAQWA, representing the neighbourhood, requests that a Headland Park, as

recommended in the Official Community Plan be designated and consideration

also be given to providing a trail along the bluff facing the inlet to link

the two subdivisions and traverse Rock Water Coastal Estates to provide a

footpath in the direction of Garden Bay.

*        Deforestation of the proposed Pender Harbour Landing entry road has

already been carried out in advance of final approval by MOT of the

suggested road layout for this subdivision.

*        The proposed park dedication further gives rise to concern because

of its proximity to the Hotel Lake domestic water intake and proposed 2.5

acre septic field which may well be flooded from adjacent road drainage. 

*        The proposed beach access trail from this subdivision has a 32%

grade which will make it unusable by seniors.

*        The Rock Water Estates donation in lieu also seems wildly

inconsistent with the multi-million dollar value of the 25 lots being

created in this subdivision.

*        The plan to use the money donated to pay for a neighbourhood park

at Baker Beach on Francis Peninsula provides no local benefits for Garden

Bay residents.

AAQWA, representing the neighbourhood, requests that a Public Consultation

Meeting be arranged to discuss these issues before final decisions are made

by the SCRD on these subdivisions.

Deforestation is, of course, a primary concern especially when we already

have the evidence of similar subdivisions at Daniel Point and Sakinaw Ridge

where removal of the majority of the saleable timber has resulted in serious

drainage problems and potential for “blow-downs” during the winter season.

This particular problem can only be addressed by changes in the SCRD

Subdivison Guidelines that restrict clear cutting and the creation of

impermeable surface coverage and require drainage plans that incorporate

retention ponds.

AAQWA would ask that you support any initiatives of this nature which can be

brought before the incoming SCRD Board.

We are looking forward to meeting with you to explore increased

possibilities for recreational opportunities in our neighbourhood at the

upcoming SCRD meeting scheduled for next Tuesday in Pender Harbour.  In the

meantime AAQWA can be reached by return e-mail our Secretary or by telephone

to myself at (604) 883-0587.

Sincerely:

Joe Harrison

President, Area A Quality Water Association
