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WATER RIGHTS —
HISTORICAL USE OF WATER
LICENSE TO BE EXAMINED
-AT TIME OF APPLICATION TO
TRAMSFER LICCHSE

A regional water manager approved the
tramsfer o the Sunshine Coast Reglonal
Distriet (SCRD) of two conditional
water Heemses bswcd in 1946 and 1972
This decision was appeabod by resldents
and husinesses dependent on the lake
water for domestic and recreational
purpases, hecsuse it would result in the
diversion of up o 11,315,000 gallons of
water ansually. Lake water users had
alresdy strongly objected 1o 2 previous
application by the SCRD for & new
Heense o divest 14 millbon galloms

They were concerned the anmual
rainfall would not replace the water
used or lost through cvaporation or
werpage. This wouk] cause water levels
i fall, negatively impacting fish and
fish habitat, and leading to & drop in
property valaes. They also claimed the
e licenses had beed dniused for years
agd, if full use was made of them,
there would be a W0 per cent Incnease
{m water drawn from the lake,
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also waive notice of o transfer if
watisfied that no one's rights will be

injuriously affected.

I this case, the reginnal manager
walved notice of the transfer applica-
tion becarwe the cxpecied diversion
of water was within the 11,315,000
permitted by the two liceres, and he
woalil not “revisit a past declslon to
Isswe & Heense unless thene is mew
scientific evidence thar wartanis a
reconsideration of the lieease,™
However, the reglonal manager wos
already aware that water users felt
they wieuld be injuriously affected by
# large diversion of water, and his
decision didn’t fake this Inde accoant.

The reghonal manager had the power
to sef minimum lake levels and time
to dio that, becanse |t would be years
hefare the SCRD peeded 1o draw down
the maximam amount permited by
the Heenses. He and the SCRD angued

- the tramaler should b appooved fiest

and the water users' coscerns would

Jbe addressed by the studics done to

determine kake levels; bowever, tha

didn’t the users who sald guard-
ing lake lrvels didn's necowsarily
 abadress water quality.
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um‘nﬂ leenses would be issued

" becsuse the lake ad reached its

The Environmental
Appeal Board decided
the time to reassess
waler quantity and
the impact on users
occurmed when a
transfer was consid-
ered. It appreed a
transier of an anwoun
sufficient 1o cover
the SCRED's current
use shonfall The
reghanal manager was dipecied fo oo
ihe remakning rights when Wvdmological,
economic, fsh and fsh Babiistsiudies
were complete.
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This ouder s significont because ir
demanstraies the historical use of »
licemse may warrant & re-examination
of the lfeensing scheme of the lake o
awabd waber shortages and over-alloom-
tan of water, and also justify notice
to alfected water wiers of the transfes
applecation.’
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Gerry Neely, BA. LB,
Victoria, BC

e vy Bk Coiumsa, [MEPE By o Wl
Lined anct ir Prestection [ a0 JA.CEA Na b

bt ks A

REAITOR Link® homepage under the
hending Commumications. Sulbecribe o
whe are nod REALTORS®, and whi wish
b s By Bsuien, showd contact BCREA
by emall at beren G boreaber, or by
plsnres o 6047422784
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